
 
Horse Race or Steeplechase 

 
 A board game that people of all ages have enjoyed for many years is 
Steeplechase or “Horse Race.”  The name Steeplechase came from the real horse races 
run in Europe where the cross-country race course went over many natural and man-
made obstacles, such as fences, stone walls, and water-filled ditches.  The rider’s goal at 
the end of the race was near a church with a steeple that could be seen from miles away.  
Game boards for Steeplechase can be found in European museums. 

 

 
 

The Old Steeplechase Game Board Walter Kuse Had as a Child 
 
 Walter Kuse had a printed horse race game board when he was a small boy, but 
that game was worn out and broken by younger children. Walter remembered the fun 
he had with the game as a child and also the exciting horse races that were held then at 
the Taylor County Fair. 

 



 
 

New Horse Race Game Board 
 
 Walter Kuse painted this game board in the 1930’s.  He painted it on the back of 
recycled advertising cardboard for his daughter Hildegard.  The family and visitors had 
fun playing it and remembering stories about horses they had known. 

 
Game Rules 

Use buttons or other markers.  Throw a die to see how many spaces to move. 
 
Toss the die to tell who will go first.  The person with the lowest number begins.  Take 
turns in a clockwise direction.  Follow the directions if any are written on the space 
where you land. If you stop on a rail fence or a stone fence, you must toss a six to get 
off. 
 
If any player lands on “lose game” before the game is over, that means his or her horse 
had a serious accident and is out of the game.  That person can choose a new horse and 
begin again at start after all the other players have their next turn. 
 
At the finish line, any throw of the exact number needed or a greater number can take a 
horse to the win game space.  However, if the marker lands on “exact spin,” a throw of 
two is needed to finish. 
 

A NEW LOCAL HISTORY GAME BASED ON THE HORSE RACE GAME 
 

 You can use the same game board to play a game that will help you find out 
about the history of the agricultural and youth fairs held in Taylor County and the 
importance of horses in the early settlement, industry and entertainment in northern 
Wisconsin. Instead of playing the game with dice, you will use a spinner that has 



numbers and certain spins that ask you to pick a card with factual information about 
the fair and about the horse races that were an important and popular feature of early 
fairs.  Each card will also tell you how many spaces to move and a year when some of 
the events happened. Historical sources (early newspapers, family diaries, and local 
history books) were used to create fact cards. 
 
 Make a copy of the game cards and mount them on cardboard. You may want to 
put them in order by years and use the earliest cards first.  
 
You can: 
•  Practice reading skills to read the information cards as a kind of story or history 
book. 
•  Put the information on the cards into a sequence line. 
•  Compare historic events with what is happening today. 
•  Find meanings of words that are new for you but that may have been used by nearly 
everyone a century ago. Think about why some of the things you would see on display 
at a fair long ago are not shown today. 
•  Think about which events are related to places that can be seen from locations near 
your school or the Kuse Museum and Nature Trails. 
•  Make new cards that tell about the history of horses in your family or your town. 
 

Taylor County Fairs – An Introduction 
 
In the late 1870’s and early 1880’s, settlers in Taylor County were very busy with 

clearing land and learning how to make a living in an area that had bee recently logged. 
They wanted to hear about and get ideas for developing good farms. People went to 
fairs to learn and share and to meet people who could help them. 

 
In 1878, a state fair was held in Madison, Wisconsin.  That was far away from 

Taylor County.  In 1879, people in Taylor County started to think and talk about the fact 
that it would be nice to have a nearby county fair. 

   
The first Taylor County Fair was held in 1883.  It was held in a field west of what 

is now Highway 13 on Perkins Street in Medford. Races were held on the road. (Latton, 
53)  There was a need for planning for a better place to have a fair.  Dr. Thomas Miller 
was one of Taylor County’s first doctors.  He owned forty acres of land that includes the 
place where the fairgrounds is today.  He let the county use that land.  By 1885, there 
were plans for racetrack and baseball field. (Star News, August 1885) There were 
challenges.  In 1887, a windstorm blew over fences at the fair grounds. (Star News, May 
1887) More work was done by the Taylor County Agricultural Society to improve the 
racetrack.  In following years, more planning was done to set prices of admission and 
for prizes.  Horse racing continued to be one of the main attractions. Those wealthy 
enough to own fine horses continued to enter them in races.  Well-known merchants 
entered foot races. Farmers and gardeners exhibited produce. A guest speaker, the state 
dairy and food commissioner, came to talk about the future of farming in the county.  
He inspired farmers to learn how to improve their work.  The farmers were impressed 
with his ideas and really wanted to improve. They wanted him to give them more help. 



 People read the newspapers and learned about the many premiums that were 
awarded to people who brought things to the fair. Mr. Brothers, who had a newspaper 
in western Taylor County, printed premium books and lists.   
 
 In 1892, there were bicycle races at the fair grounds.  Local horsemen worked to 
improve the racetrack and the agricultural society listed premiums early so that farmers 
would be encouraged to exhibit their produce. 
 
 In 1893, the World’s Fair was held in Chicago and a few local people attended it.  
They were inspired by their experiences and wrote about their visits.  By 1898, some 
local people took exhibits to the state fair.  Fairs were a place where people were 
entertained, shared their knowledge and skills and learned about the newest 
inventions, products, and ways of improving their businesses and professions. 
 

Read the information on the game cards to learn how the fair changed over the 
years. 

Directions for Playing the New Horse Race History Game 
 

Two to six may play. 
 
Sort the cards by years.  Begin with the stack that has the cards from the 1800’s. 
 
Choose racehorses as markers.  Put them on START. 
 
Take turns spinning the spinner.  Move the number of spaces shown or, if the spinner 
stops on “Draw a card,” take a card from the pile. 
 
Players may help each other read the cards. 
Do what the card tells you to do. 
 
If you land on a space with instructions, follow them, too. 
If you land on a stone or board fence, you must miss one turn. 
 
Put the cards you have read into a discard pile EXCEPT that you may keep all the BLUE 
RIBBON CARDS.  When you have collected 5 blue ribbon cards, you may move ahead 5 
spaces instead of drawing a card on any turn you choose.  (It might be smart to save 
those until you come to a trouble spot.) 
 
No more than one horse may be on a space at one time. If you land on a space with a 
horse already on it, that horse may move to the next empty space ahead of it even 
though it is not that player’s turn. 
 
If you land on the space marked LOSE GAME, that means your horse had a bad 
accident and you are out of the game. But, if you wish, you could pick another horse 
and begin at START with it. 
 
If you are near the finish line and land on EXACT SPIN, you must either spin a 2 or 
have a card that tells you to move 2 spaces before you can move again. If you land on 



any other space near the finish line and the number you get on your next turn is more 
than you need, you may go past the finish line and win the game. 
 
HAVE FUN AND LEARN ABOUT TAYLOR COUNTY FAIRS. 
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